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CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF THE CIEDENTIALS COMMITTEE (SOLLS/CONF/9)

Mr. ROZENTAL (Mexioco), Chairman of the Credentials Cormittee, said that the
Cormittee, oonsisting of representatives of Japan, Mexico, Poland, Bwitzerland
and the United Ropublic of Tanzanin, had met on 22 and 24 Ootober. During the
discugsion the representatives of Poland and the United Republic of Tanzaonia
had node statenents concerning the representation of South Viet-Nan
(parogrophs 4 and 5). In parsgraph 7, conocerning the obsorver for Hong Kong,
the Cormittee had drawn attention to the fact that neither Resolution 4. 304(VIII)
nor the Nules of Prooedure nentioned entities other than States cr inter-
governnental organizoations or boa.@as, although no doubt stbtached to the validity
of the oredentials of the observer for Hong Kong, that lacunu should be filled
in future so as to olarify the position of Lssooiato Menbors of IMCO at
plenipotentiary oonferences. Iinally, as indicated in paragraoph 3, the Cormiittee
had found the full powers for signature of a convention subnitted in xespect
of 25 delegations to be in good order and haod decided to report to the Conference
ot o loter date on the edditional full powers subnitted by 31 Ootober 1974.

The FRESIDENT, referring to paragraph 7, sald that the obmervexr for Hong Kong
had token part in IMCO's work sinoce 1967 ond had helped to draw up at lenst two
Conventions. Hip uvnderstanding woo that tho observer's oredentials were beyond
question. He hoped that the Secretary-Genernl would take note of the corments
on the subject, for future refercnco, ond that the l#ounn nentioned Ly the

Cormitteoc would Le filled.

Mr, MESA CRESPO (Cuba) wished to comply with the President's earlier
recormendation to the Conference, which was a technical gathering, to linit
political argument to o ninirmmwr, Howsver, it was very difficult to dismociate
political fron technical considerations if cortain ends were to be achieved.

In order that the Organization ghould have the Lroadest possible legal basis,
his delegntion had sugrosted at the first meeting that cexrtain povernnonto
should be invited to participate in IMCO's work, thus enabling the Organization
to attain its objectives. He fornnlly reiterated his proposal that the
irovisional Revolutionary Governmont of South Viet-Nan, which was the roal
representative of the people of South Viet-Namn, should be invited to particinate

in the Conference.
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My, TING CHI-CHUNG (China) thanked the Credentiols Cormittee and ite
Choirnman for the Report. Lg far og South Viet-lon wes oonoerned, it would be
recalled that the.Paxise lgreenent had glven de faoto recognition to tho existence
of two adninigtrations in South Viet-Nan, nomely the Provisional Revolutionaxy
Governnent .of the Republio of Soutthiethglm and the Saigon futhoritied: M thoge
airounstances, the unilateral representation of the Saigon Luthorities ot the
Intornational Conforence on the Safety of Lifo at Ses was inappropriate,

The IRESIDENT observed that the question of the representation of
South Viet-Nan had been settled at the firet. neeting. - -

Mr, OZARAMR (Turkey):said that the delegetion claining to represent Cyprue
ot the Conferemnco had no suthority to represent the Turkish: Cypriot oormmmity.
Oe. wj.ehed to enter roservations conogmin{; thst reﬁreeaptation and refe:l.'red the
Cohference to the statemen‘b addreaaed by the Turl.iah delagation ‘bo tho fifth
extraordinary segrion, of the MO Asseubly . (I/ISS.VAI,P. e

Mr, DACH (Republic of Viet-Nan) said he wished to enter reservations
~concerning paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Coumittee’s Repoxt. He solemmly reaffirmed
that the Gow}ez;gn}ent of the Republic of Viet-Nan. was hthe' sol,e.ﬁgvemment, AN
légitiﬁately re*aresen’cing the people of South Viet-Nan., ,{Je rejected any statements
which oontoated tha:t:.

Mr, ILIN (USSR) said tho.t tho Presidmﬁ’s ooncern for the Confemnce to :
o,void political difacusaicn wos mderstandable, but it ruet be stressod that .
from tho lego.l point of view tho Paris Conference had reccynized the existenoe
in South Viet-Nm:z of two zones and two aeparate adninigtrot.ons, the Provisioml
Revolutionoxy Governnent and tho Adminiatrution of Snigon. .t woa themfox'e
tnacceptable to his delagation that’ the So,igon Adn.inistmtion should be deened
to represent the people of South Viet-Nanm as a whole.

The PRESIDEM ranmded the %nferenoe that, et J.ta 3eoond plenaxy neeting

(SOLAS/CONF/SR.2), it had decided by 26 votes to 14, with 15 abstentions, to
close the dimoussion on. the question of the invitation of the Provieional -

Revolutionaxy Governrient o'f South Viet-Nan, ' Consequently, at ite present necting,

it was concorned with no nore than the adoption of the Report of the Credentials

Comittee. i . ‘ : S
Mr. [RCHER (UK) proposed the adoption of tho Report, although hig Government

entered a reservation with regaxrd ic paragraphs # and 5, whj.ch it ‘oould not accept
becouse it did not recognize the axistence of a third govermnent in Viet-ilan.
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Mr, FESHKOV (Dyeldrussj.gn_SSR) supported porosrophs 4 ond 5 of the Deport,
sinoe his delegation took the view thot the representative of the Sodyon -
Landniatration -should not olainm to represent the whole of South Viet-Nan,

Mr, MESA CRESPO (Cubda) stressed that tho legal aspeot’ of the matter could
not be separated fron its politioal aspeot, beoouse the oredentisls of the
reproesentotive of South Viet-Nan enanated fron a Govermnment which 4id not
roepresent the people of that country. : .

Mr. MLUL- (Germon Demooratic Republic) endorsed the statenent. of the
PYolish reprepentative roferred to in paragraph 4 of the Cormittee's Report.

Mr. DLYONNE (Congo) supported the statenent of tho Tanzanian reiirebehtative
nentioned in paracraph 5 of the Report, and asked that note be taken of his”
delegotionts reservations ooncerning the representation of Scuth Viet-Nan ot the
Conference, . o : : g

Mr. SIMEONOV (Tulgaria) drew attontion to the stdtenent node by the hend of
his delegation at the first neeting (SOLLS/CONT/SR.1) and supported paragrophs 4
and § of the Connittee's eport, | |

Mr., DELOUSOV (Ukrainisn SSR) soid that he hed been unable to expreaa his opinion
at the first neeting He vighed to stress that the Proﬂsional Revolutionary
Governnent of South Viet-Nam s.nuld be invited to take part in the Gonferepce, asg
the Saigon Adninistration did not represent the people of that country,

Mr, JACGUIER (France) recognized the validity of the oredentinls of the
Republic of Viet-Nan and supported the United Kingdqm proposal for the adoption of
the Report. - ' ; -

Mr, MESL 'GIIESEQ (Cuba) asked that his delegation's reservations concerning
the representation of South Viet~Nan be recorded in the ninutes.

Mr. OZAAR (Turkey) entered o reservation concerning the representation
of Cyprus, which d4id not teke account of the Turkish Cypriot conrunity.

The YRESIDENT proposed that the Conferchoe odopt the Report of the ;
Credentinle Cormittee noting the reservations entered by ocertain delegations,
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LGENDA ITEM 7 ~ CONSIDERATION OF 4 DRAPT INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
SAFETY OF LIFE AT sm, 1974 (mrhi.cle i) (souxs/com/c.l/tm 13)

The PRI}SII}ENT aaid that Coumittes I had referred draft Lxtiole XV to the

plenary meoting (SOLAS/CONF/C.1/WP.13) and had asked it to toke & deocision
concerning the langusges in whioh the text of the Convention would be egtablished
and the lanpuages inéo which it would be officially tromslated. The 1960 Convention
for the Sai‘e‘t';y of Life at Sec hod been estaoblished in English and French only,
wheréns the 1973 Convention fox the Prevention of Pollution from Ships had been

established in four languaoges, all equally authentic. In the ocse of the

1974 Convention, several delegations had proposed thai Chinese should be added.
Ile therefore suggested thut the Convention might be established in o single copy
in the Chinese, English, French, Ruseian and Spanish langusges, o8 proposed -

in, SOLAS/CONF/C.1/WP,13.
It wos so decided.

Mr. LAMPE (Federal Republio of Gemmay) aslked for Geman to be one of the
1anguagea in which an officiel trenslation of the Oonvention would e prepared,
following the pattern set in Arxrticlo 20 of the 1973 Gonven‘bion on the Provention

of Pollution from Ships,

Mr, EL-S.MMX (Egypt), suppord jod by Mr. YLFAT (Demooratic Yemen), asked
that the Convention be translated :Lrbo Ara.bic. The translation would be dono

by the /irab Lengue and be transmitted to ITICO.

Mr, DELARDINELLI (Italy) requested that Lrticle XV prescribe the offioial
tranglation of the Convention into Italian.

Mr, MAUL (German Democratic Republic) ssid his delegation favoured official
translation into languages other than the official languages (ns did the UN
itself), thereby encouraging nore effective co~operation and greater understanding.
Any resultant problems should be carefully studied by governments.

Mr, UCHIDA (Jopan) said that his delegntion had no intention of asking for
an official tronslation of the 1974 Convention into Japanese.

Mr. QUARTEY (Ghana) wished to kmow the finaneiml implications of the
offioial translations requested Ly various delegations.



SOLAS/CONF/SR, 3 -6~

Mr. SRIVASTAVA (Seoretary-Genercl) replied that the cost of tramslating
conventions into certain languages was borne entirely by governments; INMCO simply

paid the postal oharges for deapatohing official translations which were sent
to it by govornments. He wished to point out thot povermnments which nade those

translations were entirely responsible for their aocumoy.

The IFRESIDENT suggested that Artiele XV night presopribe that official
translations of the Convention be prepared in Arcbic, German and Italian.

It was so decided.

: The PRESIDENT said that the Final Aot of the Conference would be prepared
by the Seorctariat in the five authentic languoages with the assistance of the

Chinese, Soviet and Spanish-spesking delegations. However, the text of the
Convention itself would not Le ready in other than English and French before

the end of the Conference; the remaining versions would be prepared later,
probably by the end of March 1975. He therefore suggested that, for the closing
corencny, tho Final fet be prepared in 21l five languapges, and the Convention

itgelf in &xglia}z and Frenoh only.

1% was 8o decided,

The nmeeting rose at 12,30 p.n.





