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CONSIDif[Ui.TION or THill REl?ORT OF TBE C'.UEDENTIJJ.rG COMMITTEE ( SOLl..S/CONF /9) 

Mr. ROZENTJ(L (Mexico) , Olu:d:rnan of the Credentio.ls Cocoi ttee, said that tho 

Coroittee, oonaiatil'll! of repreaonta.tiveo of Jc.1lan, Mexico, Poland, 8'1itzorland 

and the United Ilopublio of Tanzania., ho.c'l oet on 22 and 24 October. Durine tho 

discussion the representatives of Poland and the United Republic of Tanzania 

ho.c'l Do.de sto.teoonts conoe:rnina the representc.tion of South Viet-NO.tJ 

(poroernphs 4 and 5). In pornsraph 7, oonoemine the observer f'Dr Hone ICoDG, 

the Cocmttee ho.d drawn attention to the foot that neither Resolution l.304(VIII) 
nor the llules o:f' Procedure oentioned entities other than Sto..teo er interw 

ffOV&rnoento.l oraaniza.tions or bo~os, ~thoue):l no doubt o.t·tc.ohed to the validity 
of tho oredentio.ls a£ the observer for Bong Kong, that 1~ should be filled 

in tutu.re so as to clarify the position of 1...ssooia.to Meobors of IMCO o.t 

plenipotentia.r:; oonf'erenoes. Fino.lly, a.a indioo.ted in po.racrro.ph 8, the Coauittee 

had found the .full powers for aiena,tu:r:e of o. convention sub1.1i tted in rG8J.'lGOt 

of 25 delego.ticna to be in good order and had decided to report to the Con.ferenoo 

o.t a later date on the o.dditiono.l full powers suboitted by 31 Ootobor 1974. 

The l:mlSil>ENT, referrine to pa.rOffrn:ph 7, soid tho.t the observer for Hone KOl'lB' 

had token po.rt.in nroo•s work since 1967 ond hod helped to dra.w up at lea.at two 

Conventions. His understa11din6 wo.o tha.t tho oboerver 1s oradentiolo were beyond 

question. Ile hoped tho.t the Seoretc.ry-Gonerc.l would tll.lte note of the oomanta 

on the subject, £or future roferonoo, ond tho.t the l.louno. □antioned by the 
Coooitteo would be filled. 

Mr. MESA OIU!lSPO (Cubo.) wiohed to oooply with the President's ea.rlier 
reoonoendntion to the Con.ferenoo, whioh was n teolmico.l GO,thorinc, to lioit 

polit.1.col A.l"gument to o. Dininuc. However, it wos very difficult to clisoooia.te 
politiool £roe teohniool coneiderationo if oortoin ondo were to be aohioved. 

In order tha.t tho Organization ohould havo tho broa.deat possible leeo.l basis, 

his deleantion ho.d BU8'60Sted at the firat rneetine' that oertain i,overnoonto 
should be invited to participate in IMCO•s work, thus enabling the Ore,,oniza.tion 

to nttain its objectives. Ho foroolly reitera.ted hie proposo.l that the 
111'oviaiono.l Revolutionary Govarnoent of South Viet-no.a, which woo tho reol 
representative of the people of South Viot-UO.tJ, should bo invited to po.rtioivo.to 
in the Conteronoe. 
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Mr, TillG CIII-OmmG ( Chino.) thanltod the Credontiols Ooor.1:1 ttee and its 

Choiman for tho Report. 1:,.a to:z: os South Viet-lfo.o wos oonoerned, it would be 

ncalled thri.t the. Po:r.is, 1.greOIJel'lt had 51 ven 4,Q t'aot9 reooaru tion to tllo existence 

of two a.dl::iiniatmtiona in South Vi-et-Noc, DO.t;lGlw the I>rov:Lsional Ilwolutiol'if.n7 

Gove:rm:ient o:f. tho .Ropublio of South Viet-tTlltl and -the St\iBOn .t.utho!t'itieo, !Jln:· t21ose 

~UDSt~oes, ~PG. un1;i.0.:t~al re;preoonta:t.ton ot .;the .So.iaon l,.µ:tho;oit;Les o.t the 

Interna~ioru:u Contorrm.oe • 011 the Safety pf Li.f o o.t. ~ea ~ intlpPrp~inte_. 

The PRESIDENT observed that the question otthe repi-9senta.ti6~ bt 

South Viet-Nae hod been settled o.t the first. ooet1%llr. ·" · ' 

Mr,. OZAR.fJl (Turk:oy)i.stlid that the deleaation cl~ to repreaent:cyprus 
o.t the Conferonct, had :no .authority to represent the ~ldsh Oypr:Lot•·oor:lJJUllity. 

IIe. wialled. t<:> Gl?,t.pr ~eservations. oono~~. t~t .. repre~epto.ti~n and referred the 
,r' ,' ' f ~'• • j . ' " ' ' ' • ~ 

Conforonoe ·.ro the sta'f;eoent. eddro,si.ie~ by tbe ~..iah. de:J.ea?tion
1 
t? t.llo fifth . 

oxt~aorg..ino.ry BGeQion, of ,th,' ~ro.o 481001>1, .(t./IlJS .. V/JP• ;). ' '.' 
Mr. JJJi.CH (Republic of Viet-Mac) so.id he wished to enter reeervo.tiC'nB 

oonoer.ru.ng parocrro.pbo A , cn.d 5 . qt the . Co~ttee 2 s ne:potjl. . ije; soler.mly ~a.ffimed 
i • • • • ' ..,- ' • • " • ' • 

tha.t the Gove;ncent of tbe Republic of Viet~NOl;l.wos the.sole.Gl;>ve:mm.ent .. 
, . l J- • . . ' . •' . , ' ' . "' 

lecritina.tely rel)reaentinc the people of South Viet-Uao. ,fie rejeoteq, o.nr. etnt~enta 
which oontoated tha.t • 

.Mr. I;LIN (USSR).said tho.t tho Prosidrmt•s oonoern for the Confer.an.pet<;> . " . ,. .. 

a.void political dieou.soion wo.s understandable; but it 1JUSt be J:lt~esod t~j: . 
! ' , , ' ! , ,,. . , " • 

.froo tho , l,eG~. 2oint , of view the l'o.ris 0onf'3,:ell0Q ho.d. reoo.¢z~~ the exiet~no~ 

in South Viet-Nao of two zones end two sopo.ro.te adniniatro.tiona, the l?rovisionol 
; ' • , ' . . • . : ' . . t \ ' • _• . ' 

Ilevoiutiono.ry Goverml8f.lt o.:rid tho /i.dninistro.tion of Soi{,l'Qn. ..:t Nil& therefore 
• . ' .. ' ' ~ : ' , • ' -- l l j f'l t ' ' 

imaOooptnble to his deleiJ'o,tion tho.t the Saigon Adninistrntion should be deooed 
to roprosent the people of South Viet-Ntll!l a.an whole. 

. '' 
The PnESIDENT rei:u.nded the Oonferenoe tha:c, ct its :1econd pienary neetinc 

(SOLAS/CONF/SR.:i:!), it ho.d'deoided. by.20 votes to 14, w'ith 15 nbetentione, to 
olose tho cliaouaaion on the. question ot the inv·ita.t'ion of ·tho Provisional · 

Revolutionolt7' ·Gover.noent of South· Viet-Nor.l. · Consequently, at ite prosont neotinc, .... 
it wns conoernod :with n~ oo;ro than tho o.doption.of:th:e R~po:,;t of the Credentials 
CotlDittee. 

• , I 

Mr. lillCllEl.1 (UK) proposed the Oil<.>ption of tho Re1,ort,, ':-:1~~~ his Govo:r.noont 

entered a reservation with reaard -l;o paragraphs • and 5, wbioh it could ,:iot aooapt 

been.use 1 t did not recoa,:u.ze the clXiotonoe of o. third gover.ru.1ont in Viot--Ho.n. 
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Mr.~ (Dyelorussia:ri ssn) supported poraero,phe 4 and 5 of the Ileport, 
since his doleaa:UQD· toQk ~a view tho.t the reproaenta.tive fJf the Sa.i(,JOn · 

t .. dtl.tnia~tion .-should ~t. olo.io to J:epreaant the whole of South Viet-Nao. 

Mr. MESA·OJ.lESFO (Cuba) stressed ·thnt the leaa,l aspoot'of the cntter oouid 
not be ·sepo:ro.ted froc its political o.opGOt, beoo.usa the oredantiole of the 
representctive ot, South Viet-Nao ei:umo:tod troo o. Govezm:ient which did not 

represent the people of thAt.countr:,. 

Mr. MlUL-(Gemon Decoorntio Republic) endorsed the ato.tecent.of the 

:i.?oliah ropreeentctiVG referred to in pa.rfl{r,l'nph 4 of the Coooittee 1s neport. 

Mr. D.l.YOifflE (Coneo) supported the ata.tenent of tho Tonzonia:n :reproeento.tivo 
nontioned in po.rac,-ro.ph 5 of tho Report, and o.slced that note be token of his.., 
doleantion•a reeervationo oonoernine the reprosenta.tion of Scutb Viet-Nao a.t tho 
Conference. 

Mr. SINEONOV (Dul~ia.) 'drew ri.ttention to the statement ondt1 b;y the head of 
his delecration nt tho firDt oeetina' (SOLt.S/CONli'/SR.l) o.nd supported poroero.phs 4 
o.nd. 5 of tho Ootl0ittee 1e Ueport. 

Mr. DELOUSOV (llk:raJ.:n.1N1 Sfll.) aoid tho.t he ho.d been una.ble to express his opinion 
o.t the first oeetiJ36. Ile 1,·4ahed to stress tho.t the Pr<Wisionol Revolutionary 

Gove1'mlent of South Viet-Natl a.:">uld be invited to toke po.rt il'\ the Conference, as 

the St.u.ffOn Adninietration did not represent the people of that country. 

Mr. JACQUIER (France) recoeru,zed the validity of the oredentiols of the 

Republic of Viet-NmJ. and supported tbe United Ia.nador.i proposol for the adoption o:r 

the Report. 

Mr. MESI .. CDESPO ( Cuba) a.eked thc.t his dele{Ja.tion' a reservations oonoarn.:Lne 
the reprosentntion of South Viet-Nao be rocorded ill the oinutee. 

Mr. OZ/Jfilffi ( ~.:mke;y) entered o. reservation concerning the represontntion 
of 0yp:t'US, which did not take account of the Turkiah Cypriot cooz:nmity. 

The i'RESIDEN'l' proposed that tho Oonf'orenoe adopt the Report of the 
Credentials Coa::dttee noti.nc the reservations entered by oertoin delecrations. 

It We@ po deq#;dji. 
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liGEN"Dll ITEM 7 - CONSIDER.i' .. TIQN OF /J. DR.t.FT n'f.l.1ERN.ATI01f~ CONVENTION FOR Tim 
SAFETY OF LIFE h.T SEA, 1974 (.1-.rticle XV) (SOLJi.S/CONF/C.l,/\'Jl'..>.13) . ' . 

The :i:,RESIDENT aaJ.d that CoJXli.ttee I had referred drnf't JJ:'tiole '1Jl ,to the 

plenary meoting .(S0LAS/C0NF/c.1,Aa1.l?) end hru1. o.sked_ it to toke a decision 
oonoerning the l~s in which the text of the Convention would be e,to.blishod 
and the llln{..~es into which it would be offioially translated. The 1960 Convention 

' 
:tor the So.tety of Lite o.t Sea. hoo. been eeta.blished in English and French only, 
whereas the 1973 Convention fer the Prevention of Pollution from Ships hod been 
estnblished in four l~e, all equally authentic. In the oaee, of the 
1974 Convention, several dele@ltions had proposed that Chinese should be added. 
Ile therefore SUB'GeSted thut the Conve~tio~ mic;llt be esta.blished in.e single copy 
in the Chineset, .IilnBlish, French, Ruaaion and Spo.ni~ l~s, o.a proposed · 

in. S0l".iAS/o.o~/c.1}i.E\13. 

It · ·wp.s· so depi,<!id:• 

Mr: Lf.MPE' (Federal Republic of Go~) asked tor Gamon to ba one of the 
: ' . • . • • -, . • . . ! / . J ,. 

l~es in which an official translation of the Convention would. be prepared, 
followin/3' the pattern set in Artiolo 20 of the 1973 Convention on the l:Jravention 
of Pollution from Ships. 

Mr. EL-S/.MMlJC (Ec;ypt), supported by Mr. YlJJ'li.I (De1:1ooratio Yenen), s.olted 

that the Convention be translt.teli i~ito, P..ro.'bi<r~ Tlur t:ranslo.tion would be done 
by the /ll:'a.b Leaeue and be tronsnittea to n,rco. 

Mr. DlilL.AlIDINELLI (Italy) requested that /..rliole XV prescribe the offit,ial 

translation of the Convention into Italian. 

Mr. M.li.UL (Geroan Deooora.tio Republic) said his del0(.s'a.tion favoured off.i'.oial 

translo.tion into larl(!U.8,Bea other than the official lOJlB'Wl8'8S (as did the ON 
itself), thereby enoouraaing nore etfaotive co-operation and ffreo.ter understu:ncline. 
/my resultant probleos should be oo.retully studied by govermnents. 

Mr. UOHID.ll. (Jo.pan) snid that his deleB'O,tion had no intention of a.sltine for 

an official trc.nalation of the 1974 Convention into Japonese. 

I1'r. QUA,.'1TEY (Ghono.) wished to know the £.inanoio.l ioplioo.tions of tho 
official translations requested by various deleeotiona. 
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Mr. srrrrr1J3TllVA (Sooreto.r;r-General) replied that the oost ot trimalating 

conventions into oerto.in lo.ngw:1,69& was borne entirely by gover.tlf!l8nta; D1CO simply 
po.id the poettJl ohor{J'8e for de,rpe.toh.iJlG' otfioial translations whioh were sent 
to it by governments. Ile wishod to point out that ec,vernc.ente which ood.e those 
trD.WJlatione were entirely responaible tor their ooourooy. 

The FRESillllIN'l' augaestod tlmt ll.rtiole m eight presoi;-ibo that o.ffioic.l. 

translations of tho Convention bo prepa.red in J.re.bio, German and Itali.tln. 

li yas po QiO&Qed. 

The l?RESlllENT so.id that the Final /lot ot the Conferenoe would be prepared 
by the Seoreto.rie.t in the five authentic l~s with the n.ssista.noe ot the 
Chinese, Soviet and Bpaniah-speoldnB' delegn.tions. However, the text of the 

Convention itself would not be recd,y in other than English and French before 

tho end of the Conference; the reroo.in..f.ng versions would be. prepa.red .lator, 
probably by the end ot March 1975. He therefore SUB'58sted that, tor the cloa:Lne 

ooreoony, thq Final Act be preparGd in all five l~s, and the Co~ven~ion 

.itself in Ena-lish md French only. 
• , 1 I ' 

It was so decided. 

The geetiffi roo9 4t 12. 30 12,0. I 

I • 




